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State would have been 3s. 6d. per tom,
or £10,000 annually.

Mr., Cross: Why did not the superphos-
phate firms c¢hange over?

Mr. HILL: Some years ago those com-
panies were willing to put up & plant at
Albany provided a site were made avail-
able on the waterfront, but the Govern-
ment of the day gave no encouragement to
the project. The big loser through the
absence of super works at Albany is the
Railway Department, and I place the loss
during 1938-39 at £30,000. We shipped
500,000 cases of fruit with the existing
facilities. Had the railway heen completed
to Bridgetown, probably 800,000 cases of
fruit could have been despatched from Al-
Lany. We also shipped about 30,000 lambs.
In recent weeks much was said ahout the
Albany Woollen Mills and the proposal to
transfer the works to Fremantle. We have
to get down to tintacks and we asked why it
would he of advantage if the mills oper-
ated at Fremantle instead of at Albany.
The answer was that it was duoe to the fact
that Fremantle as a port had heen devel-
oped while the Albany harbour had heen
neglected. Last year the railage of goods
to and from Fremantle enst the mills
£1,000, and that oceasioned the expendi.
ture of £400 extra for power because the
oil requisite for the power had to be hauled
340 miles,

In conclusion T merely desire to say thak
wo have every reason to be proud of the
faet that we belong to the British Empire,
We have every reason o bt proud of the
pert the Commonwealth of Australia has
played in the present war and in that re-
spect no Siate has done more than has
Western Australia. Qur task is to govern
and develop this great State of omrs. To-
day our young men are fighting and, in too
many instances, dying for us so that we
may retain the freedom we enjoy and of
which we are so proud. I make no apclogy
for dealing with matters affeeting the
southern end of Western Australia but
what I do suggest i3 that we should cense
being a Swan Hiver Parliament and should
be a Western Australian Parliament, one
that would seek in every way to develop
each part of the State and accord every
part equal eonsideration, sueh as we in our
turn wonld desire to receive from the Com-
monwealth. Our aim must be a happy and
prosperous State as a whole—prosperouns
in peacetime and safe during war.

[COUNCIL ]

On motion by Mr. Cross, debate ad-

journed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourm till
4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 22nd August.

MR. THORN (Toodyay): In the abscnce
of the Leader of the Opposition, T have to
inform the House that we raise no objection
to the proposal of the Premier. We fully
realise that very important matters are fae-
ing the State for decision, and we shall go
our diffcrent ways in supporting onr par-
tienlar views, Bearing that in mind, weo
have no objection to the adjonrnment.

Question put and passed.

Rouse adjourned ot 6.4 pom.

Legislative Council,

Tuesday, 22nd August, 1944,
PaqQF
Chalrmen (temporacy) of Commlitees .. BT
Leave of absence... 172
Motion: Fremantle Harbour Trust Act, to disallow
bagged-wheat charges regulatlon 172
Address-ln-reply, sixth day ... R ]

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 1.30

p.m., and read prayers.
CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDEXT: I have to announce
that T have appointed as temporary Chair-
men of Committees for the eurrent session
the following members:—Hon. V. Hamers-
ley, Hon. G. Fraser and Hon. H. Seddnn.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, lvave
of absence for six consecutive sittines
granted to Hon. H. V. Piesse (South-
East) on the ground of ill-health.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT.
To Disallow Bagged-Wheat Charges
Regulation.
HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.34): I
move—

That ngw‘regu]atiun No. 148 made under
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Act, 1002, as
publighed in the ‘‘Government Gazette'’ of the
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24th December, 1943, und laid on the Table of
the House on the 1st August, 1844, be and is
hereby disallowed.

On veading my motion members will realise
that this matter was the subject of a simi-
lar motion and debate in this House on
the 28th September last. The debate origi-
nated from amendments to a Fremantle
Harbour Trust regulation, which was pub-
lished in the “Government Gazette” on the
4th June, 1943, and the result was that
the House carried the motion which dis-
allowed the regulation. Anether regulation
to replace the one disallowed was pub-
lished in the “Government Gazette” on the
24th December, 1944. An analysis of the
new regulation shows that it has almast the
same effect, as the rates arc only slightly
helow those in the vegulation disallowed
last year and are still far in excess of the
original rates, This aetion is tantamount
to a eomplete disregard of the wishes of
Parliament so clearly defined when the first
amended regulation was disallowed. As a
guide to members I will quote the original
rates, together with those disallowed and
the newly amended rvates which form the
snbject of this motion—

Rate
0ld Dis- New
Rate. allowed. Rate.
Telivering from stack to vesse]
for leading by means of—
{1} Gantry louders

{2) Vessel's own gear or
crane . w "

. 2-275d4. 4-250d. 4-038d.
W 2-075d. 4-500d. 42754,

The reductlon in ecach instance is 5 per

cent,

Dellvering to the platform of
rond vehirles, including the
customary single bag weigh-
ing, or loading into, and stow-
ing raflway wagons without
weighing

Restacking or reh.nndllng. far
each service ..,

Handling to and from acales for
single Lag welghing during
the course of shipment (in-
cluding the welghing of the
hags, together with o lat of :
welghta but not n recelpt. for
welght) - t-0d. 1-0d.

Tn each of thoso thlee instances there was
no alteration.
Discharging direct from ratiway

1:75d4, 2-65d.
1-0d.  1-0d.

2-65d.
1-0d.

1-0d.

wagons and—
{1) Loading on to gantry
loaders -025d. 1-25d.1-188d.
(2) Slinglng for veasel's owil
gear or crone -76d. 1-5d. 1-425d.

In each of those two instances there is
a decrease of 5 per cent. Members will
appreciate, however, that the rates in the
new regulation are almost the same as those
cdisallowed by this Honse, the reductions be-
ing very small. It will he seen that the
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first amendments to the rates—those dis-
sllowed on the 28th September last—in-
volved an increase of 87 to 100 per cent.,
and that the new rates now under diseus-
sion are in some instances the same as those
disailowed and in others have been de-
ereased by but five per cent. Only a very
short space of time elapsed between the
disallowance of the regulations at the end
of September, 1943, and the gazettal of the
regulations referred to in my motion. Evi-
dently the officials were very quick on the
job and were careful to fix the charges on
the same basis as those disallowed. I under-
stand that in the first instance the matter
was veferred to the Prices Commissioner,
who said—

It was ome that shouid be settled be-
tween the Fremantle Marbour Trust and the
Australinn Wheat Board.

As the result of the increase the Australian
Wheat Board is put to extra expense and the
money must directly or indirectly come from
the price paid for the wheat and thus affect
the wheatgrower, The financial position of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust shows that its
revenue cxceeds its expenditure by a very
substantial amount, The 1944 returns of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust are not as yet
available and consequently it is necessary to
quote the ﬁgules ag at the 30th June, 1943,
as contained in the last return. After
meeting operating costs, ete., the surplus
amounted to £262,581, a very handsome
profit, bnt necessarily interest and sinking
fund must he provided from this amount.
Interest amounted to £144,800 and sinking
fund to £23,120, a total of £167,920, leav-
ing a surplus of £94,661. ‘This shows how
vigilant the House must be to prevent a
public utility from being used as a profit
making concern; or, put in clearer terms,
to prevent the formation of another taxing
machine, one which will add further to the
burdens of an already over-loaded industry.

It must be admitted that the quantity
of wheat in sacks will inerease owing to
war conditions. This wartime increase in
bag handling is brought about by part-
earzoes ond damage to harbour instal-
lations, which must occur as the Allied
Arvmnies liherate further countries from the
enemy's grasp, heeause the liberated people
must be fed.” The cost of bagging is no
small item, yet the Fremantle Harbour
Trust seeks to gain extra revenue by in-
creasing the handling charges. The Trust
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seems to overlook the fact that heavy har-
hour dues are payable on the shipment of
wheat und that to meet such charges these
must be added to the freight. The farmer
therefore is ultimately called upon to hear
such additional charges. Is it not enough
that the wheaterower will have to bear the
extra cost of the additional cornsacks that
will be required? Why should n eoncern
like the Fremantle Harbour Trust, with
its handsome surplus, impose additional
costs?  All this suggests that the Harbour
Trust was quite content with the charges
for handling bagged wheat until it ap-
peared (hat there would he n substantial
increase in the export of such wheat.

The Trust is taking advantage of an in-
dustry which, T regret to state, is, instead
of heing united like other movements—the
Labour movement, for instance—split into
two sections which are not working in
unison. Generaliy, when inereases in costs
are imposed on other industries the latter
are in a position to pass on the extra
charge by increasing prices, but wheat is
=old al world parity and the farmer cannot
pussibly pass on  inereased “costs. The
wheat industry is of extreme importanee
to the country and everv eare should he
tuken to protect it and make it attraetive.
Instead. eharges on it have been inereasing
tremendously year by vear, and more espe-
cially during the present war. The farmers
find these inereases exceedingly burden-
some at the present time and I venture
the opinion that when the war ends there
will hbe an alteration in that respect. There
must be, if we are to continue wheatgrow-
ing in this State.

Hon. A, Thomson: Tt costs more to grow
wheat,

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Yes, venv much
more. These charges for handling bagged
wheat should be reconsidered in the light
of the fact that the Fremantle Harbour
Trust had a surplus of over £94,000 which
it handed over to the (fovernment, who
probably paid it into Consolidated Reve-
me.  Notwithstanding that the price for
wheat has appreciated to a great extent,
the farmers are oot reaping the henefit of
~iteh inerensze. Owing to Tederal poliey,
the Australian Wheat Board is selling
wleat to varions eoncerns much under the
priee received on the sales of wheat. Wheat
for flonr is 4s. per bushdl, or Hs. 2d. per
Im<hel when the flour tax is added. From
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March last wheat has been selling for 3s.
11d. o 7s. Gd. per bushel, and it has heen
selling in considerable quantities.

At present the eommunity is in need of
cheap food. Yet we fnd that wheat for
breaktast toods is sold at 4s. a bushel by
the farmer, but after it has heen processed
it is sold at £4 10s. That seems to 're a
very big margin for preparing the food,
packing it, supplving cartons angd distribut-

ing it. There is a long difference hetween
4s. o bushel and £4 10s. a bushel. Someone
must he getting o wonderful rake-off.

Wheat for stock is sold at 4s. per bushel.
The farmer pays As. Gd. per hushel: the
Commenwealth Government makes him flhis
small concession of 6d. per bushel. When
the Australian Wheat Board gets 4s. a
bushel and the farm buyer pavs only s iid,,
the 6d. is made up. Then there is the hix
sale of wheat at mueh lower priees to (ireat
Britain and to New Zealand, It is under
the same agreement and on the same basis
as for Canada and because of the Govern-
ment poliey the wheatgrower mnst pay {or
that eheap wheat.

Take the softgoods tradesman. If a mer-
chant has 10,000 yards of any material, anil
the eetling priee is 6d. per yard, he mnst
sell at that priee, but if the costs inerease,
tngether with freight, insuranee, eote., =0
thnt the material runs out at 9d. per yard,
the difference of 3d., becanse of the Com-
monwealth Government’s policy, is paisdl Lo
the softgoods dealer., Why should he have
that privilege and not the wheatgrower? 17
the wheatgrower were making a prefit al
ds,, it would not be so bad, but he is not,
and has not done so for severnl vears past.
That is why many hundreds of acres are
thrown out of use for wheatgrowing. The
low price for wheat is onc of the main

reasons for the industry being killed. Tt
us take three items to show the loss. For
flour for home econsumption, 30,000,000

hnshels of wheat are required per annum,
Let us assess the valoe of wheat at an
average of 6s. 8. a bushel over the past 12
months which, T think, is quite reasonable.

The Chief Secrctary: What grounds have
vou te support that pries?

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: T am dealing with
the present year. The fact is that sales have
not been made at lower thanhs, 11d., and
they have been up to 7s. 6d. At that priee
the quantities were larger than at the lower
price. That is the basis for the amount »f
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6s. 8d., and I think it is reasonable. That
shows @ losg of 1s. 6d. a bushel, which, on
30,000,000 bushels, amonnts to £2,250,000,
The flour tax on the 30,000,000 bushels for
flour for home consumption is to give the
people cheap bread, and the farmer is
responsible for that beeause of Governmeni
policy.

Cheap food for the people is probably a
good ides, but, if it is Government policy,
then the cost should be spread over the
nation; everyone should pay his share
through taxation and not only the people
who grow the commodity. If we take the
30,000,000 bushels for stock at 4s., we find
that the farmer is short-paid hy 2s. 8d., and
that represents another £4,000,000. A fue-
ther quantity of 2,000,000 hushels is utilised
in c¢onnection with breakfast foods and
malting. That represents an amount of
£266,666 short-paid, or a total of £6,500,000
without eonsidering all the other avenues
through which cheap wheat is being dis-
posed. Power alecohol is being made
throughout Ausiralia, and there are many
other avennes through which wheat is
utilised. The farmer should not he called
upon to sell cheap whent to give cheap food
to the people unless he is recompensed, as
anyone in any other industry shounld be.
These people have to live and make the in-
dustry pay.

Let members consider the harvest award.
A very high increase in wages hos been pro-
vided for the handling of wheat, but for
nothing else, Many farmers, unfortunately,
paid out for the whole harvest. I admit
that it is very diffieult to avoid that, But
the Government made that award on the
hasis of wheat only, and that is what the
wages are paid for. With regard to oats,
barley, ete., it i a matter of private treaty
between thc employer and the employee,
hut it s a very difficult matter, after put-
ting a man on to harvesting wheat, to get
him to accept a smaller wage to harvest
other produce, where no subsidy is allowed.

The Commonwealth Government has pro-
vided 11%d. per bushel to meet that in-
ereased wage.  Mr. Scully said that the
farmers received £500,000. They were paid
nothing of the sort.  That statement was
made purely because of the Referendum.
They had {o make up the increased wages.
That waes to meet the inereased wages, but
what is not taken into consideration is this
fact, that in the very near future there will

175

not be money available with which to provide
all these subsidies. Let us see who will be
the first to suffer when the subsidy for the
higher wages for harvesting wheat dis-
appears. What will be the position? There
will be no reduction in wages.

Hon. A. Thomson: You are not ndvoeat-
ing that,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: That is so. I am
advocating some protection for the farmers
s0 toat they ean pay the wages. How can
they pay the wages with all these incursions
into the returns from wheaty There are
increased charges for handling, and every-
thiny eise. As far as wages are concerned,
I say that it is necessary for any country
to provide wages to its people so that they
ean live in such a degree of ecomfort that
they can have comfortable homes, rear and
clothe their families well, save a little for
a rainy day and enjoy their life. If a coun-
try eannot do that, then God help the coun-
try! 1 can have no appreciation for such a
country and no one else eould. Wages are a
most important consideration in any coun-
try. These vexatious charges are not very
heavy, but they are all ereeping in and
they should not be allowed to do so.

By & very substantial majority this
House rejected these eharges in September
last. In December, instead of reducing the
charges, the will of the House was disre-
garded, and an alteration providing a re-
duction of 5 per eent. on four of the
charges was brought about. This meant
practieally nothing in round figures, espe-
cially when the handling charges were
doubled. I do hope that the House will be
consistent and fair to the producers In
considering their position. The Fremantle
Harbour Trust must gec that it imposes rates
commensurate with the old charges and
nat, after imposing a set of rates whiaeh
was subsequently disallowed, hring for.
ward a small variation only sufficient to
say, ‘“We have amended the rates.” Surely
this House will not agree to that! Sorely
no member who supported the disallow-
ance of the vegulation in September last
will agree to what the Harhour Trust has
now put forward! T hope that the House
will support the motion and disallow the
regulation. The Fremantle Harhour Trust
should draft a new regulation on a more
reasonable basis. Anything reasonable will
not he objected to, T strongly objeet to the
present inerease,
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On motion by the Chief Secerctary, de-
bate adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate vesumed from the 9th August.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East) [5.0]:
T should like to say how pleased we are to
enjoy the happy position in which we find
ourselvas in connection with the war, so
very much better than it was in 1943. The
snceess of our Allies against those who
have endeavoured to dominate and enslave
the worid has also been overwhelming. A
great deal has been heard ahout planning
for the future. We must all pay & tribute
to the organising ability of those who bave
planned the defeat of our enemies in
France, Africa and Ttaly. I trust that we
as a people will prove worthy of the great
sacritices that have been made by so many
men who have laid down their lives so that
we may return to that freedom for which
our forefathors fought and died and en-

deavoured to preserve for us, All looks
well for our eause.
Let us not forzet the amony and the

sacrifices of those people in Great Britain
when they held on so grimly. although it
looked as if the Huns had the Empire
erushed and were ahout to trample it under
foot.  Let us not forget, too, the many
Australians whe have played so important
a part in securing that freedom which we
in Australin enjoy, and let us also offer
our humble thanks to onr American Allies
for their help and assistance. I should like
to eongratilate mv follow members who
faced the election last April. It is indeed
grafifving that all ten members were re-
turned. This shows clearly that the elee-
tors as a whole are satisfied with the
efforts of this House.

The tumult and the shouting associated
with the Referendum have ceased, and the
majority of the people have in their wis-
dom arrived at what T consider to be a
sound and just decision. We ean recall
the time that has heen wasted hy respon-
sible and irresponsible people over the air,
in the Press. and at meetings, and ean
realise that all this represented an unwar-
ranted expenditure of public as well as
private money. I hope that for the future
stability of Australia that sort of thing
will not bhe repeated for many years.
During the eampaign this House came in
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for a great deal of unjust and unwarranted
criticism. I heard speakers at public
mectings declare that the Legislative Coun-
¢il was a menace to demoeracy. Judging
by the voices of the people as a whole, T
think the action that this House took when
we were endeavouring to proteet the sover-
eign rights of Western Australia was fully
justified. The strong voice of the people
clearly demonstrated that the Legislative
Council of Western Australia and of Tas-
mania took the right stand.

We bear it said that there is no necessity
for the Legislative Couneil and that there
has been shown to be no necessity for the
re-establishment of the Legislative Couneil in
Queensland. The vote has elearly demon-
strated that the action taken hy this House
in agreeing to give the Commonwealth
Government eertain powers to deal with the
rehabilitation of our soldiers as well as em-
ployment and unemployment, was Ttightly
taken, and we have every reason to he proud
of that aetion. Many of those who voted
“Yes” in Western Aunstralia should feel
gratified that this Ilouse, instead of defeat-
ing the powers as a whole, amended them,
so that the Commonwealth Government
should be possessed of additional powers
governing the rehabilitation of our soldiers
and the employment of those who are un-
fortunate enongh to need it. 1 read with
a good deal of interest the report of a
statemnent made by the Deputy Premier, the
Minister for Works, when dealing with the
Referendum. He stated—

From a purely selfish viewpoint the people
of Western Australin mere than of any other
State might have bheen justified in voting
‘‘No.'! Tt wag to their great credit that they
bave taken the broad view by voting “ Yes.??
That is the Minister’s own opinion and I
do not propose to deal with it. I am, how-
ever, justified in drawing attention to the
coneluding remarks of the Minister when he
said—

The returning servicemen and the young
people of Australian will probably suffer most
by the defeat of the Referendum. I earnestly
hope the people of Australia will not, in the
post-war years, have cause desperately to re-
gret their decision on the Referendum.

One wonders whether the Minister for Works
was daring to suggest that there was a pos-
sibility of our returning to power men who
would not do justice to this State. I would
be loth to think that the Commonwealth
(overnment or the State Governinent would
aet in such an unfair manner. We know
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that history repeats itself. Many arguments
have been submitted as to why the Common-
wealth Government required additional
powers. I have here a copy of a report
prepared by the Development and Migra-
tion Commission and printed in 1928, For
a period we had as a member of this House,
Sir Charles Nathan, Chairman of that Com-
mission, which was appointed to consider
and ecarefully examine the various claims
submitted by Governments to the Common-
wealth for the development of the States
and for the provision of employment for
those who sought it. I wish to guote a few
extracts from page 6 of the report. These
appear over the signatures of Mr. H. W.
Gepp, who, we all agree, is a man who
played an important part in the develop-
ment of industry in Australia, Mr, W. P.
Devereux, Mr. J, Gunn, representing Lahour,
and Mr. E. J, Mulvany. The extract is as
follows :—

The effective co-ovdination between depart-
ments in each State, as well as between State
and State, between Commonwealth and State,
and between Governments and leaders of in-
dustry, will give the country the full benefit of
the considerable abilities available.

Each of the State Government Departments
cxercises a wide responaibility towards the
country than the administration and operation
of its own gpecial section, Some of them have
given marked assistance—additional te their
specinlised services—to wide sections of the
community. So all of them, by consultation,
by enthusiastic ¢o-operation, and by enlisting
the assistance of leaders of thought and action,
can hecome active agents in promoting the
advancement of their States, and of the Com-
monwealth as a whole. It is cssential to the
complete suceess of spch a movement that it
should be co-ordinated in a way which will
make the efforts of the various sections fully
effective, and which will ensure the organisa-
tion of the brain power of the nation sp that
the attainment of a full measure of prosperity
and security will be assured to our people.

Ome of the results of such a system of stimu-
lating Australia’s progress would be that the
movement would be well balanced; secondary
and primary industries, housing and social ser-
vices would all reccive their dve meed of at-
tention and stimulus, Industry would be pro-
tected with due regard to production, costs,
markets, availability of raw material, and the
prospects for expansion in Australiz indicated
by improvements in world trade and produec-
tion,

In his speech this afternoon, Mr. Baxter
quoted charges which the Government were
seeking to impose upon wheatgrowers by
way of additional revenue for the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust. I have a particular
reason for referring to the report from
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which I have just quoted. Ever since the
war started members of this House, all those
who are not members of the Labour Party,
have freely and voluntarily offered their
services to the Government and the com-
munity. I regret that in Commonwealth
circles there has unfortunately been a deter-
mination to confine all appointments as far
as possible to those of a particular political
party. That is no way to win the war. We
are making the progress we are simply be-
catse we have brought together all seetions
of thought to bear upon it.

If we are to make a suceess of the re-
habilitation of cur soldicrs—and I believe we
can—as well as of the diffieulties of em-
ployment and unemployment, and if we
sincerely desire to sec our industries pros-
per and develop, we must realise that this
can only be brought about by co-ordination
and the co-operation of all sections of poli-
tical thought and by keeping these matters
apart altogether from party interests. I am
sure that in Western Australia, and also
in Australia as a whole, there are many
men and women who regret deeply that the
recent Referendum was made a politieal
party issue. The result was to ercate schisms
between many sections of the community,
and even to create acute differences of
opinion in homes, which should never have
been the case. The people in their wisdom,
therefore, have decided the question wisely.
This House and another Chamber have
granted to the Commonwealth Government
all the powers needed to enable that Govern-
ment, in collaboration with the State Govern-
ments, to earry on upon a well-balaneed basis
of organisation. There are some other pas-
sages which I should like to quote from the
report of the Development and Migration
Commission. On page 7 it states—

The growing intensity of competition
threughout the world, following upon the in-
ercased activation of the application of science
to industry during and after the war, has
brought Australia rapidly to realisc the neces-
gity for applying existing knowledge to all its
industries and to follow the lead of older
countriea in adepting an intensive study for
improved methods whereby production can be
inereased, quality can be improved and costs
redneed.

If the Governmment of Australia and the
Western Austrelian Government will attack
problems pot with the idea of socialising
induostry, but with the idea of extending pri-
vate enterprise as much as possible, there
will, I think, be no necd for the Govern-
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ment, until after the lapse of some time,
laupching many of the works which the State
Premiers are discussing with the Prime Min-
ister. If private enterprise is allowed a
reasonably free hand, such as will not allow
the public to be exploited, we shall he able
to carry on for a number of years. There-
fore it would he wise for the Commonwealth
and State Governments to hold back for
ns long as possible many of the national
works which they now have ready and ear-
warked: Then, when the depression of
which during the last few months we have
heard so mueh sets in—I trust such will not
prove to bhe the case—the Commonwealth
and State Government should be able to tide
Australia over the period of difficulty.
May I quote further from page 7 of the
report—

The unanimous support given by Anstralians
to the steps taken within the past few years at
considerable expenge, to provide contingous re-
search by scientists into our varioug problems
eoncerning quality and production, is most en-
couraging for the future of the nation. All
political partics and all sections of the com-
munity have combined to make this work noun-
political and nen-party.

If the people of Australia work together,
uand not from a purely seifish party stand-
point, there is nothing that we shall not be
able to accomplish. Now I quote from page
9, on the subject of annual inerease in
population—

Ohviously the firgt duty of the country is to
find satisfactory and profitnble employment for
ity own people.  Again, new capital is required
to place every new hreadwinner in employment.
Tt is diffienlt to ealewlate with exactitude, in
the absence of mueh cssential data, the sum
of new capital amually rveqoired to place in
cmployment in Australin the youths and the
pereentage of the females who are arriving at
working age eaeh year representing the natural
increase in population.

We have heard that the (‘ommonwealth
(iovernment intends to prevent as far as pos-
sible the issue of new capital ventures, un-
less such ventures be reasonable and right.
Thus a eertain amount of control will be
required. However, if employment is to he
provided for an increased population, we
must do everything in our power to estah-
lish new industries and encourage the spend-
ine of money by them. For the sake of
illustration, let me take our goldficids.
Suarely it was not Westorn Australian money,
or for that matter Australian monecy, that
actually developed our hiw mines. It was
foreign eapital. T want to see that foreign
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capital eome here, even it it makes a small
profit by doing so, beeause it provides op-
portunites for employing the people of our
State.

On juge 19 of the report, referenee is
made to the goldmining industry. I was
rather surprised at that, though T take no
exception to it in view of the treatment
meted out to our goldficlds by the Common-
wealth CGovernment. In view of that treat-
ment 1 am somewhat surprised at the whole-
hearted support accorded to the Common-
wealth proposal. If there was one Western
Australisn industry whieh received a severe
set-back from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, it was goldmining. Leaving aside all
the staff that bas been talked about the
need for organisation and eo-operation, I
say that if the Commeonwealth Government
had eonsulted this report from which I have
heen quoting, it would have had a basis for
90 per cent. of all the reconstruetion re-
quired. The Bruce-Page Government was in
power when this report was presented. Let
me say that in my criticisms T am not deal-
ing with any particnlar Comenwealth
Government, but with the (Commonwealth
Governments as a whole. In referring to
the Referendum, T must, however, make re-
ferences to the Government that introdueed
it. I quote further from page 19 of the
report—

The Commission peint out that beeause of
the statie price of gold, goldmining is affected
by a rise in the cost of production in a manner
substantially different from an industry which
enn re-adjust itself to meet economic move-
meuts by pasgsing on increases in costs to the
consumers of its products and by this means
maintain a fairly constant margin of profit.
The gold industry obviously cannot de this and
therefore any change in the production costs of
gold (irectly affeetz this margin of profit.
Further, in Australia the industry is entirely
non-compensated in its relation to the tariff,
In other words, any charge which may fall
upon the industry by reason of the protective
poliey of the Commonwealth ean have bub one
effect—to raise the cost of prodnetion of gold.
The goldmining industry has to a great
extent heen compelled to hear increased
costs Iry veason of high tariffs imposed as
the policy of Australin, and the primary
praoducers of Amstrolin are in the same
position. They have to accept world’s par-
ity for their produets. That has heen the
erneible in which Australian commodities
have been sold oversea. and also for home
consumption, though it is true that primary
producers have received through the flour
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tax some small benefit on home consump-
tion. But I wish to emphasise the point that
the primary producers have to bear the bur-
den of the tariff ; they cannot pass it on. Mr.
Baxter has pointed out that, on the lines of
the aid pranted to primary producers through
the flour tax, the Commonwealth Government
today is paying 3d. per yard subsidy on
clothing materials. There is just one other
quotation I desive to make from page 22,
dealing with unemployment and business
stability in Ausiralia—

Upon a referenee from the Commonwealth
Government, the Commission eonducted an in-
vestigation into the problem of unemployment
in Australia. Tn its report submitted to the
Government in June, 1928, the Commission
quoted relative stotistics, examined ecanses and
reputed causes of unemployment, discussed
remedies and preventive measures, and made
recommendations ag to the actiou which might
he expectedd te reduce the severity of unemploy-
maont and promote greater business stability in
the Commonwealth,

The object of the report was to formulate
a policy to direct the attaek upon this problem,
The more important recommendations related
to the institution of research by the Common-
wealth into business eonditions, with a view to
the study of cawses and effects of periodieal
depressions, the stabilisation of exehange; the
co-operation of industry in efforts to reduce
the incidenca and severity of seasonal unem-
ployment and to promote business stability;
the regulation of expenditure on public works
by planning programmes ahead over terms of
vears; and the improvement of the systems of
employment bureaux in the several States, for
the purpose of increasing the mobility of
labour and more accuratcly recording employ-
ment statistics and the incidence of unemploy-
ment,

The Commonwealth Government has already
announced its intention of providing freilities
for research into business conditions; the Com-
monwealth Bank has indicated that the mea-
sures adopted by it for the rtegulation of
foreign exchanges are in general accord with
the proposals contained in the Commission’s
report, and it is understood that the Federal
Loan Council is considering the question of
regulating expenditure on public works over
long periods, If it is possible for the several
States to take the steps recommended for the
improvement of employment bureaux and the
extension of their functions, and to arrange
with the representatives of industry for the es-
tablishment of Industrial Stability Committees,
the Commission feels that very satisfactory
machinery would then be available for the
more accurate determination of the extent and
canses of mnemployment, and for the speedy
adoption of nensures designed to result in
greater atahility and a reduoetion of fluetna-
tions in employment.

T have quoted the report freely to show
that if mistakes were made in the rehabi-
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litation ol our industrics and in the provid-
ing of employment, (fovernments have had
the benefit of the researches of this Com-
mission. I hope that now the Referendum
appears to he defeated, there will be whole-
hearted co-operation hetween the Common-
wealth and  State Governments for the
post-war period of reconstruction. Recon-
struction is one of the problems to bhe
faced. Now I wish te draw the attention
of the Uovernment of this State to a solu-
tion of that problem. Under the heading
of “*Trade Training’’ the following tele-
gram from Adelaide, dated the 17th July,
appeared in “The West Australian”—

The Amalgamated Engineering Union, one of
tie strongest and most influential unions in the
mefial teades group, has declared a policy of
opposition to the establishment of any post-
war scheme for the training of former service-
men 2s engineering tradesmen. This decision
was refnched at a Pederal conference of organ-
iserg held in Sydney, the reason given for the
stamd  being that the engineering trade was
already heavily ‘“diluted.’”

The 8.A, secretary of the A.E.U.,, who repre-
sented this State at the conference, said today
that it hard been deeided to co-operate in every
war possible in the absorption of engineering
tendesmen and apprentices from the services
after the war. Tt was felt, however, that so
many dilotees haidl heen brovght info the in-
dustry that it would be dangerous if their
numhers were still further increased by train-
ing schemeg for serviee personnel who had no
previous experienec in the engineering trade.
The unien had also decided to assist the Gov-
ernment to facilitate the tramsfer of dilutee
tradesmen who wanted to return to their pre-
war jobs outside the engineering trade.

What experience and opportunities have
thousands of’ our young men had who were
practicolly taken from school and drafted
into the Army where they have served for
four years? TIs it the intention of this
union to eondemn those men who have
fonght for our nation and our freedom
and deny them the right to learn a trade?
Apparently that is the idea and that is one
of the problems the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment and State (Governments will have
to overcome. How it will be overeome I dn
not know, for if unions refuse to teach
refurned men, the position will be difficuit.
Yen and ¥, Mr. President, ean east our
minds back to the period following the
191418 war when employers and employ-
ees worked in harmonv. Under a vocational
training system, many of the returned sol-
diers were tanght vseful trades and some
tnday arc expert tradesmen. T bope that
the decision reached by the Amalgamated
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Engineering Union will not be carried into
effect.

For many years I have heen an advo-
cate of the development of Albany as a
port to provide for the econumie transport
of primary products from the Ureat South-
ern to oversea markets. I propose to quote
remarks said fo have been made by the
Minister for Industrial Development dur-
ing a recent visit to Albany. The follow-
ing is the newspaper report:—

*‘The main purpose of the trip,’? said the
Minister, ‘¢ is to ascertain the cxtent to which
local regidents are likely to co-operate in a
practieal way in supplying the labour needs of
the mill, and in reducing the cost of electric
current for the establishment from the Albany
Municipality.”’

The Minister said it would be necesszry for
the Albany people to do much more than just
voiee protests against the suggestion of the
company to transfer portion of the mill to the
metropolitan grea. It was difficult to believe
that the additional female labour required—
about 10 hands at present—could not be ob-
tained from a town of about 5,000 people and
a road board district of over 2,000, He was
sure that there were very wany females in
these areas employed in much less ¢ssential
work which could not be eompared with the
value of the mill to Albany. To say nothing
of incidental expenditure, the eoncern meant
the distribution of about £50,000 in wages and
other items alone amnually in the town.

‘‘The Govermment i3 anxious,’’ added the
Minister, ‘‘to maintain the undertaking at Al-
bany at full strength, and would probably be
favourable to a substantial expansion of the
woollen industry here after the war. However,
it will be futile to expect the Government
further to assist the company unless the
Albany people take steps t¢ imake the
necessary  labour available.  The company
cannot be expected to carry on at Albany
without sufficient labour, as this means idle
machinery, lower production, inereased gencral
costs, and inability to compete successfully
with similar preducts made in other States. I
feel sure that additional labour ¢an be ob-
tained in the district, and would suggest the
formation of a small loecal committee to ap-
proach females of suvitable nges with a view to
discussing with them the great importance and
value of the mill as compared with the work
they are now engaged in.’’

““The cost of electrie current for the mill is
one for the Albany Municipality,’”’ said Mr.
Hawke. ¢‘This body represents the ratepayers
of the town, and the attitude of the couneil
in the matter will indicate to the Government
the measure of potential support which the
people of Albany are willing to give to the
industry in order to retain it in the town in
full strength and also to furnish it with a
reasonable hope of substantial post-war de-
velopment. '’
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The Minister considers this is quite a
simple matter. Only 10 or 12 more females
are required to be found—and the prob-
lem is solved. But I would point ount that
the Government has had serious trouble at
the Claremont Mental Hospital for which
it has not been able to provide suffieient
purses, The Uovernment is also finding
difficulty in providing staffs for country
hospitals. One wonders why the Minister
did not make the same demand on people
in Perth as bhe made on the people of
Albany; why he did not see that the Clare-
mont Mental Hospital was fully staffed. If
it was good enough for the Minister to
tender the advice he did to the people of
Albany, surely it was good cnough to insist
that the females in the metropolitan area
who were doing non-essential work should
do something to relieve the unfortunato
position at Claremont, a situation we all
regret, I do not blame the Government or
the Minister for that trouble. I greatly
sympathise with the Minister and with the
nurses as well, hut I think my criticism is
Justified,

The Chief Secretary: Have you any al-
ternative to offer?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I will deal with
that directly. I ask what justification the
Minister has for saying that wunless 10
additional females can be provided at Al-
bany he may have to agree to the transfer
of the blanket seetior of the woollen mill
from Albany to Fremantle? What gua-
rantee has he that if the section is trans-
ferred labour will be available at Fre-
mantle, in view of the fact that the
Government cannot maintain its own ser-
vices? I consider that 1is reasonable
eriticism. The people of Albany and of
the Great Southern as a whole have done
their best to encourage the development of
the mill and T will show how much encour-
agement the Government has given. The
Minister also stated that the cost of elee-
tric current must bhe reduced. As a rate-
paver of Albany for 43 years I will eheer-
fully face my share of any loss that may
be inemrred in 2 reduction of the charge
to the Albany mill for electric current if
that will assist in the retention of the
mill.

I shall contrast the Minister’s attitude

towards the Albany Municipal Couneil with
that of his Government, When the “Kybra”

was commandeered by the Commonwealth
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Government for war purposes, an appeal
was made to the Government to compensate
Albany for the loss of that ship. We re-
quested  that the Railway Department
should take from Fremantle to Albany, at
rates comparable to those charged by the
State Shipping Service, the oil required by
the comnecil to produce electricity. The
husiness people offered to load all consign-
ments of other goods into special trucks,
without the Hailway Department’s having
to do any handling or carry any responsi-
bility. The trucks would have heen locked
at Fremantle and opened at Albany. How-
ever, the answer was ‘‘No.’’

One of the reasons for the request was
that the railway freights added to the cost
of the eleetric current. I mention that to
indicate that though the Minister for
Works chastised the people of Albany for
not doing their duty towards the woollen
mill, nevertheless, when we asked for
assistance from the Government in the way
of railway freights eomparable with those
that had been charged by the State Ship-
ping Service, so that the people might be
ecompensated for the lost henefit of the sea-
horne freight rates, the Government said,
f¢No, we cannot give any assistance at
all.”? T feel justified in drawing the atten-
tion of the House and of the Minister to
that position. The Government has helped
the Albany mill by giving it contracts and
advaneing it money, Many of us in the
(ireat Southern put money into the mill
also with the idea of assisting it, but our
£100 shares would not he worth more than
£3 or £6 today. We have written off the
deht but the Government has ahsolute
seeurity Tor its money in the assets.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government
should have given a concession in the rail-
way freights the same as has been given to
other parts of the State.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. The Minister
for Works placed the responsihbility on the
people of Alhany, but we know that the
manpower authoritics sent a woman to the
Great Southern who went as far as Albanv
and ealled at cvery house, making herself
exeeedingly unpopular. As a resulf, all the
women possible have heen taken away and
are in the Serviees. T propose to deal with
that at a later stame. We appreeinte what
thn Government has done for the null at
Albany bnt we do not like the Minister's
calmly stating that if the district ecannot
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find another 10 or 12 women there is a possi-
bility of the blanket section being trans-
ferred, especially as neither he nor anyone
clse ean guarantee there will be sufficient
female labour available to man the section
at Fremantle. 1 hope we may be able to
overcome this difficulty.

I cannot understand why the Common-
wealth Government was not able {o take the
required action in eonnection with the un-
fortunate episode at the Claremont Mental
Hospital recently. The Army provided a
certain number of nurses to relieve the situa-
tion at Claremont, but to our astonishment
they were withdrawn, Surely if the Com-
monwealth Government had power to compel
soldiers to work on the wharves at Sydney
for 6s. 6d. a day and show a profit of about
£1,000,000 over and above the payments
to the men who were employed in loading
and unloading ships, it would have equal
power with regard to Army nurses who could
have continned working at Claremont!
Surely the Commonwealth shonld have been
akle to provide the services of the nurses
required for quite a long period!

To revert to the consideration ol the
Albany Woollen Mills, I trust the diffienl-
ties that have arisen will he overcomr. T
assure the Minister that not only the people
who live in Albany, but those resident
throughout the Great Southern districts are
interested in the retention of the mills at
Albany and their future suecess. Both here
and in gnother place I have voiced my
opinion that the Government hias heen
decidedly shortsighted in its pelicy in not
having had prepared a comprehensive plan
for the future development of (he port of
Albany. That subjeet has been raised over
past years. In 1926, at the request of the
then Commonwealth Government, Sir George
Buchanan sebmitted a report an Australian
transport services and harhour facilities. He
snhmitted o plan for the development of the
harbour at Albany that apyealed very much
to me; I trust the Chief Sceretary, when
he is replying to the debate, will he able to
rive the Honse some information regarding
this matter.

I certainly think the time has arrived when
the Government should instruet the Direc-
tor of PPublie Works to prepare an accept-
ahle scheme for the future development of
Alhany. Tf that were done, any future
cxpenditure could be part and parveel of a
co-ordinated scheme,  Apparently the Gov-
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ernment is satisfied with the existing deep-
water jetty, but for many years I have dis-
approved of that arrangement. I certainly
favour the Buchanan scheme. 1 am aware
that one section advocates the development
of facilities at the bottom of York-street,
while others hold that dredging and reclama-
tion operations should be carried out with
the object of establishing facilities in the
vicinity of the oil tanks. My point, how-
ever, is that no concrete scheme has been
prepared, and this is the time when we
should prepare for the future development
of the port of Albany.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The trouble is the
centralisation policy of all Governments,
which aims at promoting the interests of
Perth and Fremantle,

Hon, A. THOMSOX: That is so; my
eritivism refers to all State Governments.
lf a suitable rail and road plan were pre-
pared it would enable direct loading to the
ships te be earried out. The people through-
out the Great Southern distriets feel that
they have been penalized over far too long
a period. The State Government is willing
to embark upon schemes for the North, for
the provision of irrigation works and elee-
tric power schemes, and also for the estab-
lishment of a power house at South Fre.
mantle.

Hon, G. W, Miles: That power house
should he erected at Collie.

Hon, A. THOMSON: If attention were
devoted to the lower Great Southern area,
1 am surc the prodactive capacity of that
part of the State could easily be multiplied
four or fivefold for a start. That in itself
should be regarded ax a national obligation.
I hope the Chief Secretary will be able to
tell us that this matter has been considered
by the Government and that the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner and the Director of
Publie Works have been instructed te pre-
pare a plant for the development of the
much-neglected port of Albany so that the
most economie and modern methods may be
available for handling oversea trade.

The Commonwenlth Minister for Com-
merce, Mr. Scully, has promised that we
shall have a permanent appraisement of wool
at Albany and also the establishment of a
drying plant. We have already had con-
structed there oil tanks that cannot, of
eourse, be removed, and we look forward te
the establishment at the port of superphos-
phate works and wool scouring activities. In
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regard to these matters I would like to guote
some remarks I made during the course
of an interview with a representative of
“The Albany Advertiser” some months ago.
During my statement, I said—

A natural development with Albany as a
permanent appraisement centre would be o
seouring and fellmongering works, which pos-
sibly would fit in with the Federal Govern-
ment’s desire to establish units of secondary
industry in country areas and be asaisted
finaneially 28 o post-war development. The
steady progress of the hinterland assuredly
would mean greater numbers of lambs, sheep
and pigs for treatment at the Albany Freezers
and would bring about the need for additional
facilities at the works. A corollary of this
expangion would be the establishment of =«
treatment plant for the production of fertiliser
and other by-produets. An enlargement of the
freezing works would provide greater accommo-
dation for other exportable commodities, such
as fruit, butter and eggs. A long standing agi-
tation had been for the provision of a wheat ter-
minai it the port, and here again support might
be obtained from the Federal Government to
bring pressure on the State bedy to make this
development possible. With a greater volume
of wool, wheat, fruit and frozen nteat, ag well
as other products, awaiting shipment at Al-
bany, the outgoing trade would cneourage in-
coming trade, and eventually Albany ecould
take lier rightfu) place ag the port of the whole
of the Great Southern district,

I muake no apology for urging the develop-
ment of the port of Albany. Long before
I entered Parliament I advoeated that policy,
and [ have been a member of Parlinment
since 1914 except for a period of about 18
months. 1 have advoeated the port’s de-
velopment not in {he interests of Albany
itself but for (he benefit of the producers
in the surrounding eountry distrviets. It is
ahsolutely essential that the work should
be undertaken now. If we are to compete
in the world’s markets we must be able to
handle our commodities on the most econo-
mical basis. From Narrogin sounthwards
we should be able to despateh large quan-
tities of commodities throogh the area's
natural port of Albany. If we were to
plan along those lines, we could easily in-
crease the population in that part of the
State four or five times over.

The pity of it is that no developmental
plan is available so that anyone desirous
of establishing works at Albany would
know exsetly where the shipping facili-
ties would be finally cstablished and
where would be the best location for his
proposed undertaking. My advoeacy may
sound parochial, hut this is not really the
position. I have eonsistently advoeated
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the developmeni of the harbour facilities
at Albany throughout my public ecareer.
When [ read of the Minister for Works
lecturing the Albany people for neglect to
promote their own interests, I felt that the
Government should at least prepare a
scheme that would allow of all future
expenditure of money at Albany being part
and parcel of a co-ordinated scheme. I
appeal to the Government to make thai
possible.  All the Government need do is
to issue the instructions, and the work will
be done. In advocating the development
of the port of Albany 1 have no desire to
speak derogatorily of amy other port in
Western Australia, but it is obviously
wrong that the producers in the Great
Southern should be compeiled to send their
commodities to Fremantle for despatch
oversea seeing that it involves them in
the payment of double the amount of
freight that would be necessary if they
could ship through their natural port of
Albany.

I now wish to vefer briefly to the Com-
menwealth war housing scheme. The Pre-
iier is at present in the Eastern States
and ane of the problems to be discussed at
the conference is the housing scheme. Ac-
cording to a veport in “The West Ausfra-
lian '’ of the 17th June last the Premier, in
veferving to the housing programme in
Western Aunstralia, said inter alia—

This programme of 75 houses, even though

it may prove to be unceonomic, is being under-
taken to provide some easement, small though
it may he, of the very acute housing shortage
in certain parts of the State. Tt is being
mdertaken alse to obtain information as to
costs and design for a greatly extended pro-
gramme to follow as seon as practicable.
I think the Workers® Homes Board conld
supply the Premier with full information
ahout costs and designs. and certainly men
such as builders and contractors could sub-
mit very useful and satisfactory inform-
ation under this heading. I am fearful that
some people who helieve that they are
going to get cheap honses will find them-
selves loaded up with a higher cost than
they will be in a position to meet. The
Prenier continned—

The financial basis covering the housing pro-
gramme has not yet been established,

The following is the important part of his
statement : —

The firat batch of lhouses will not he for
sale; they wili all be for letting, and the rents
te be charged will take into account the cost
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of interest, amortisation of the capital debt
depreciation, administration, rates and taxes
and ground remt. The rents charged to the
tenants will, however, be within their capacity
to pay.
That statement by the Premier sounds
rather ambignous. If the published state-
ment is correct that for the houses being
built the average cost will be £200 per
room—this applies to houses being bnill
at Bunbury—all I can say is that if we arc
going to charge a working man af the
rate of £200 a room, he will not be in a
position to pay all the charges mentioned
by the Premier. On the other hand, if an
oceupant is to be charged a rent within
his eapaeity to pay, it seems as if the
Government is going to build quite a lot
of houses that will result in loss to the
State. Who is going to pay the balancc
of the money? The taxpayer, of course.
I ean see the building trade as one pro-
viding an excellent avenue for employment.
Thousands of homes will be required, but
instead of forcing all the work into the
(iovernment avenue, we ought to encourage
otsiders to use their capital in the build.
ing of homes. If this were done, we would
be taking a long step towards easing the
present acute position of housing.  Still
dealing with the building of houses, I wish
te point out that the building by-laws of the
loenl authorities are to be over-ridden. Wr
have been told that 75 houses have been
allotied to this State, and I understand that
in building them, the height of the ceilings
is to be reduced to 9ft. 6in.

Hon. H. Tuckey: That wounld he a great
mistake.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am of the same
opinion. Let me show what fhis reduction
would mean in a house of four or five rooms.
Even if the walls were only 6ft. or 9ft. high,
the same roof, ecciling, floor, foundation,
windows, doors, ete.,, would be requirved as
for a house with higher walls. Taking a
four-roomed house with walls 10ft. high,
members may be surprised to learn that the
diffevence made by a reduction of 6in, in
the walis would represent only £6 or £8.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I question those
figures.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do you mean £6 or
£8 for the four rooms?

Hon. A. THOMSON: What I mean is
that if the walls of such a house were raised
another six inches, it wonld make a differ-
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ence of only £7 or £8 to the cost of the
house. I stand by that statement.

Hon. L. B. Boelton: If makes me smile.
I know better.

Hon. A. THOMSON: In a five-roomed
house the difference might amount to £12
or £15. T followed the huilding trade for
mapy years and claim to know somcthing
about it. I feel that I am only doing my
duty by ealling attention to this matter. In
the aggregate over all the houses to be
built, a saving of £10 or £12 per house
would represent a eonsiderable sum, but in
my opinion it is wrong to reduce the height
of eeilings in order to make such a small
saving to the individual.

Hon, V. Hamersley: To save that amount
and ruin the house.

Hon. A. THOMSON. In my opinion that
is what will happen. Referenee is made in
the Speech to far-reaching developments in
hospital activities and organisation. Year in
and year ont both inside and outside this
Chamber, I have faken strong exception to
the hospital policy of the Government.
The people in the country districts are told
that if they want o hospital, they must bear
half the eost, whereas if the people in the
city want a new hospital, it costs them
nothing.

Hon. V. Hamersley: That is right.

Hon. A. THOMSON : It is time the Gov-
ernment altered this policy, When it was
mangurated, I understand that Sir Hal Cole-
bateh was Colonial Seeretary, but successive
Governments ever sinee I have been content
to continue the poliecy. I enter a sirong
protest against a policy that ¢ompels a
citizen outside the metropolitan area to sub-
seribe to the cost of building a hospital while
it permits residents of the metropolitan area
to have hospitals bnilt absolutely free. This
shows how the taxpayers in the country are
taxed to meet the needs of the sick. I would
not object so much if the same system ap-
plied thronghout the State. Why is this
policy persisted in? I believe that the rea-
son why the Government shows this eon-
sideration to the people of {he metropolitan
aver is that there is greater voting sfrength
in that area,

T wish to quote for the information of the
House the position in which the Katanning
people find themselves. Katanning is only
a small road board area. Here is a letter
which T have reeeived from the Secretary
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of the Katanning Road Board, dated the
15th Jualy, 1944—

I have to advise that at the meeting of the
Board held on the 12th instant, when the eati-
mates for the current year were presented, it
was pointed out that the health board would
finish this year with a debit balance of ap-
proximately £304. This debit balance has been
gradually increasing each year, and it appears
to be impossibie for the board to improve the
position, owing to the fact that we are on the
maximumm health and sanitary rates allowed
under the Health Act, this heing 114 d. health
rate, and #id. sanitary rate.

In the opinion of the board, this position is
brought about by the faet that we are obliged
to pay £414 per annum as hospital loan repay-
ments from this revenue. TUnless some relief
is granted to the board it appears as though
they are going to get into a hopeless position
with their health acecunt.

In 1924 the State Government agreed to
build a2 new general hospital in Katanning
on candition that the hoard paid half the
cost of the building. This the board did.
The building was erected at a total eost of
something over £11,000, the board’s share
being £5,528 9s. 11d. As this was the bhasze
hospital for distriets surronnding Katanning,
an arrangement was made with two adjoin-
ing hoards to eontribute a certain sum each
year to help with the annaal loan repay-
ments and ntevest charges, although this
hospital serves quite a pumber of other road
hoard districts. These payments were re-
ceived by the Katanning hoard for a number
of years, but have been discantinued for
several years, The Katanning hoard is
obliged to levy a special rate on its rate-
pavers in order to meet the charge of £414,
cach year. It has now a eredit of £2,573
7s. 10d. in the sinking fund, for this loan asx
at the 30th June last. Here is & ecommuniea-
tion from the Under Treasurcr dated the
16th March, 1944—

A loan of £5,528 9s. 114, was granted to the
Katanning Road Board in 1927. The terms of
the loan were——interest 514 per cent. per an-
num; sinking fund 2 per eent. per annum pay-
able lhalf yearly and assumed to be actumu-
Iating at 414 per cent. per annum. At the 31st
December last the position was that the sink-
ing fund aceumulations amounted to £2,686
11s, 6d. and the outstanding debt was £2,841
18s. 5d. The loan will be fully repaid in 1954.
I shall now read an addendum to the fore-
going information, the addendum heing fur-
nished by the seeretary of the Katanning
Road Board—

This means that we pay an amount of
£414 12s. 6d. for the next 10 years. The hoard

will have paid a total of £10,764 to liquidate
a debt of £5,528 9s. 11d.
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Thus the Katanning Road Board, in effeect,
will pay the whole eost of the building and
yet will not own it. Introducing its report
of a speech made by the Chairman of the
Lotteries Commission, “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 17th June last says—

At the head of a list of contributions made

by the Commission to hospitals and charities
hie placed the Perth Hospital, which had al-
ready received £201,139, and to which the Com-
mission was eommitted to the extent of
£1,300,000.
That the Lotteries Commission has done ex-
cellent work I freely acknowledge, and I
take no exception te its assisting.the Perth
Hospita) s it has done. Certainly the Com-
mission has been as liberal as usual in aid
given to country hospitals. I will go so far
as to say that the Lotteries Commission has
proved a great boon. But we find that the
Perth people pay nothing. As a ratepayer
of Katanning, I pay on my own home an
annual hospital rate of 20s., over and zbove
which 1 have to pay hospital tax, which I
shall for the present ignore. Katanning has
approximately 800 houses, and every house-
holder in Katanning pays 10s. 6d. hospital
rate.

In the metropolitan area there are 39,000
dwellings, and in metropolitan road hoards
19,000, On the Katanning hasis of 10s, 6d.
per houscholder, metropolitan municipalities
wounld pay annually £20,450, and road boards
in the metropolitan area would pay £9,975;
or ar anuual total of £30,425. 1 quote those
fizures merely to show the unfair incidence
of the Government’s policy. It is time that
justice was done, either by making city and
suburban householders pay their quota of
the cost of maintaining country hospitals,
or else by placing country districts in the
same position as the metropolitan area. It
is true that the Lotteries Commission pays
one-third of the cost of the Katanning hos-
pital, and local authorities one-third, and
the Health Department the remaining third.

T am sorry that time does not permit of my
dealing with many other things I desire to
touch upon. Let me say only that I do hope
we shall have displayed a genuine spirit
of co-operation, and that this State’s Gov-
ernment will in future do what it has failed
to de in the past—co-operate with members
of this Chamber in a common endeavour to
improve the position which we all face.
1 support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.
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On motion by Hon. J. A, Dimmitt, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to swear
in the member for Kimberley, who was
returned at the last general election.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley tock and sub-
seribed the oath and sigmed the roll,

QUESTION—SOUTH FREMANTLE
POWER STATION.
As to Vulnerability of Site,

Mr. DONEY asked the Premier:

(1) Did he npotice in “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 9th inst., a statement by the
Australian Prime Minister, reading:—*“To-
night as Minister for Defence, I tell the
people of South Australia, for instance, that
their electricity supplies should not be pro-
duced in their present vulnerable loeality.
That is what happens when these things
are left entirely to private enterprise or
publie instrumentalities”?

(2) If so, docs this statement influence
the State Government’s decision to instal an
electric power scheme in an obviously vul-
nerable position in the Prime WMinister’s
own clectorate at Fremantle?

(3) If it does not, will he state why?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:

(1} Yes.

(2) No.

(3) Vulnerability and ali other faectors
were fully considered hefore the Government
came to a decision, and the Army authorities
waera consulted.



